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WALL-PAPERS.

It is believed that the Chinese were the first to practise
the art of wall-paper making, and it was not until a com-
paratively recent period that the English and French
nations sought to imitate the productions of the Chinese.
The method of ornamenting the paper was originally done
by stencilling. Certain designs were cut out in pasteboard;
and this being laid upon the paper, the required water or
distemper colour was brushed over the pattern, by which
the paper became painted. This design being now
removed, the colour was allowed to dry, when another
pattern was applied in the same way. By skilful arrange-
ment of subjects very satisfactory results were sometimes
obtained. The ornamentation of the walls of apartments
was extensively practised in this country before the art
of manufacturing wall-paper became developed. We
remember examining the walls of the old Essex House at
Putney on the eve of its demolition some few years ago.
It was formerly the residence of the Earl of. Essex of
Elizabethan memory. The walls, which had been partially
shattered by the ruthless hand of the " housebreaker/' gave
evidence of having been coated from time to time by
various systems of ornamentation, including the art of
stencilling, of which there were some rude examples
visible when the upper layers of modern plaster were re-
moved.

After a while the slow method of stencilling wall-
papers was abandoned, and the block-printing system of
the calico-printer was adopted. The blocks were made of
pear-tree or sycamore, or of poplar, faced with either of the
former, and upon this the design was cut. A separate